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Welcome to the refreshed look for the New Norway School newsletter!
For the past year we have been considering how to keep our
school community informed of school events in a more timely and
cost-effective way than the mail-out system that has been used in
recent years. Starting with this issue, the next few newsletters
will be distributed to our families via the youngest child attending
school in Gr 1-12 (all kindergarten students will be given a newsletter to take home.) The newsletter will also be published on our
school website the day it is sent home, and families will receive a
School Messenger call to let them know it is available to view and
enjoy in full colour!
Over the next few weeks we will transition to primarily distributing
the newsletter electronically, once people get used to locating it
on our website. Print copies will still be produced for any families
that request them, and we plan to deliver a small number of each
issue to a few business locations in our feeder communities as
well.
As with any change, this new system will take a bit of time for
everyone to get used to, but we are convinced of the benefits that
an electronic version offers our school and community.

Richard Payne
Principal, New Norway School
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Junior & Senior High Awards Program
The 2017-2018 New Norway Junior & Senior High Awards
program will be held at 1:00 p.m., Thursday, November
15th, at the school. The annual program recognizes the academic accomplishments of last year’s junior and senior high
students. We have chosen this date because it falls during
the fall break for many post-secondary students.
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Nov-Dec Calendars ............. 9-10

Special Points of Interest
 Report Cards: Grades 1-12 Nov 5,
ECS Nov 20

 Grad 2019 Planning Meeting Nov
14

 Parent/Teacher Interviews Nov 15
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School Fees
Want to pay from the convenience of your home?
To better serve our parents/guardians, Battle River School Division offers an
online fee payment system available through our website. Parents/guardians can
view and pay fees for multiple students in a single transaction.
How do I use the Student Fee Online Payment System?
1. Log in to the BRSD website at www.brsd.ab.ca
2. Click on “Pay Student Fees Online”
3. Click on “Online Student Fee Payment”. NOTE: if you require additional assistance, a user guide is available on this screen.
4. Click on “Sign-Up” to create an account. You need an email address and
student ID number for each of your students. The student ID number is located on the invoice above the total due amount.
5. At the fee summary page, click on each student tab to review fees. Any optional items that can be added to your shopping cart will be listed at the bottom of each student’s page.
6. Other features include the ability to print a statement and/or receipt.
7. When ready to check out, click “View Cart” followed by “Pay Now”. You will
be prompted to enter your payment type and required info.
8. You will receive a copy of your receipt via email (sent to the email address
connected to your parent account).
As we work toward ‘no cash in the classrooms’ we enter all fees into your child’s
fee account. Instructional fees, agendas, course fees, field trip fees, athletic fees
and Student Union fees are just a few examples of fees that can be paid online.
Together with security reasons, collecting all fees on-line or in the office will also
return valuable teaching time to the teachers.

Please feel free to contact the school office if you have any questions.
Please Note:
AP 505 – STUDENT FEES - REFUNDS
8.1 Students who registered after the commencement of the school year or semester or who transfers to another school jurisdiction prior to the end of the
school year or semester will be charged or refunded student fees on a pro-rated
basis.
8.2 Non-instructional fee proration shall be the lesser of the actual costs of materials not used, or
8.2.1 For semestered courses, 1/5th for each full calendar month the student will or will not attend.
8.2.2 For full-year courses, 1/10th for each full calendar month the student
will or will not attend.
8.3 A Principal will issue refunds where student fees were charged for enhanced
educational services and non-curricular activities when the related expenses are
significantly less than anticipated. An exception may be when the fees for these
types of services and activities include a portion that will be used to offset the
cost of planned future expenditures.
8.4 No student fee refunds will be issued for amounts less than $10.00. Credit
balances of under $10.00 can be transferred to another family member within the
Division or can be left on the students account and applied to the following school
year.
8.5 Refund credits on account will be applied in the following order:
8.5.1 Outstanding fees
8.5.2 Left on account for future fees
8.5.3 Transferred to sibling fees, on request
8.5.4 By cheque
8.6 Annually, in September, parents will be notified via the school newsletter of
the above refund information. Parents are not required to request a refund.

School Council
Meeting:
November 14th
@ 7:00 pm
in the library

In Our Community
New Norway Curling
Club:
Looking to hire an ice caretaker for the upcoming curling season (Nov 2018 to
March 2019).
Call Steve for details at
(780)678-9347
About Time Productions:
PD Day Programs! See
page 9 for detailed info.
Young Medical Minds:
Only 2 spots available for
January 2019. See page 10
for detailed info.

2 2
Page

Each day at 8:45 a.m. we play the national anthem over the PA system according
to district policy. Students are taught to stand and remain quiet during this time
(some classes may sing along once they have learned the words). If a student is
arriving late and has not made it into the classroom before the anthem begins,
she/he must stop, stand still and remain quiet until the anthem has finished. We
ask that parents and guardians dropping off children in the school in the morning
model the same procedure to help students learn this respectful behaviour.

Bus Transportation – Student Personal Items

Please be aware that BRSD Admin Procedure 556 states that personal items may
be carried in the interior of the bus if they:
3.1 Are stored under the seats where possible
3.2 Do not block aisles of emergency exits and

3.3 Are stored, lodged or secured in such a manner that they cannot be dislodged
or move about when the breaks of the bus are applied, during acceleration of the
bus or in the event of a collision involving the bus.
For more detailed information about AP 556 please contact the school.

Emergency Drills

As part of our emergency preparedness plan, a variety of emergency drills are held throughout
the year. In addition to fire drills, we will also practice our lockdown procedure and what to do
should there be a severe weather event/tornado. Bus drivers will carry-out bus evacuation
drills. The purpose of these drills is to ensure that staff and students know what to do in the
event of a real emergency, and practicing helps us to review our procedures and to adapt them
if necessary. The drills are generally not announced to students in advance (except at the very
beginning of the year), and we will always notify families if there ever was a real emergency
situation that developed.

Student Safety

As part of the health curriculum, students learn how to make choices that will keep them safe when playing
outside during or after school hours. Please help reinforce these messages by reminding your children of the
need to be wary if approached by strangers, and if possible walk home with a buddy rather than on their
own. Please talk to your child and make sure they know the “Stranger Danger” rules:
 Be aware and stay safe.
 Never go off on your own with a stranger, take things from them or get in a vehicle with them.
 Make sure you tell your parents where you are.
 If someone scares you or makes you feel uncomfortable, go somewhere safe, which could be your
home, your school or a trusted neighbor.
 Remember to tell someone what has happened right away.

Tobacco, Alcohol and Drugs
Please be aware that BRSD Admin Procedure 165 has been revised
to reflect recent changes in legislation. The former “Smoke Free
Work/School Environment” policy is now titled “Alcohol, Tobacco
and Drugs”. It can be found in its entirety on the BRSD web site
under the “Division” tab.
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Family-School Liaison Worker

We welcome Stacey McLennan, who is returning again as the Family School Liaison
Worker (FSLW) for New Norway this year. The FSLW supports any student or family that
may be experiencing emotional, behavioural, communication or physical problems. Referrals to the FSL Program can be made through the school administrative staff. There is
no fee for this service.

Career Counselling Services

We would also like to welcome back Mrs. Carla Praticante who will be here Monday mornings or afternoons to assist students in academic and career counselling. The focus will
be on post-secondary opportunities, process and requirements. Students in high school
who wish to meet with Mrs. Praticante can sign up on the sheet in the “Green Room”.

THE SCHOLASTIC BOOK FAIR IS
RETURNING!
Wednesday, November 14th!
Grade 9 students across Canada will be
spending the day in various locations working alongside a parent or family member.
Watch for more details coming home with
your grade 9 student!

The book fair will be set up in the Learning
Commons during parent-teacher interviews.
Come and check it out!

Report Cards & P-T Interviews
Report cards for all Grades 1-12 students will be issued on Monday, November 5 th.
(Kindergarten progress reports will be issued November 20th.)
Parent-teacher interviews will be held on Thursday, November 15 th 4:00 to 9:30 p.m.
Interviews are conducted on a first-come, first-served basis. Please note that interview
time slots are limited to about 10 minutes/student. If a more in-depth conversation is required, we encourage parents to arrange a mutually convenient time with the teacher on
another date.

2019-2020 School Calendar - Feedback Required
BRSD is asking staff and parents to provide feedback on two questions related to the 2019-2020 school
calendar.
One is related to whether or not we should continue the practice of having Professional Learning and
Collaboration Days approximately two Fridays a month. If we go back to a more traditional Friday
schedule, we would likely have fewer learning opportunities available for staff. It would also impact the
earned Fridays off.

The other question is about whether or not we should offer any kind of “fall break” in November by tying
days in-lieu together around the Remembrance Day holiday. You can access the anonymous survey
here or on the front pages of either the NNS or BRSD websites. Your input is appreciated.
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Severe (Anaphylactic) Allergies
School Information Bulletin
The purpose of this bulletin is to provide clarification of the school policy regarding students and staff
with severe (anaphylactic) allergies. New Norway School recognizes the dangers faced by students
and staff with severe or anaphylactic reactions (allergies) to foods, insect stings, medications, latex or
other substances.
While the school cannot guarantee an allergen-free environment, the school will take whatever reasonable steps are necessary to ensure a safe environment for children and staff
with life-threatening allergies.
Our policy and practices are based on the guidelines and recommendations contained in the document
entitled Anaphylaxis in Schools and Other Settings, which can be viewed in its entirety on the Allergy
Safe Communities web site: www.allergysafecommunities.ca
Within our school community there are several individuals who have a potentially life-threatening allergy (anaphylaxis) to foods, predominantly to:
Peanuts
Tree nuts (e.g. walnut, almond, cashew, hazelnut, pistachio)
Kiwi fruit
Teachers will send home letters with each child in those elementary classes directly affected by having
an allergic individual (student or staff member) who primarily works in the room. These classrooms
will be declared “allergy safe” zones, with heightened adult supervision in place during eating times.
Children in the class will learn about life-threatening allergies and ways to help their allergic friends
stay safe.
Students at risk of anaphylaxis must progressively learn to avoid specific triggers in order to function
in society outside the school setting. This happens over time as the child becomes developmentally
more mature. Parents should teach food-allergic children to stick to strict safety rules (not sharing or
accepting food, carrying epinephrine, etc.) While the key responsibility lies with the students at risk
and their families, the school community must also be aware, and for that reason we ask that all families avoid sending the foods (or products containing them) listed above. We need to be particularly vigilant at times of special events, such as Halloween, when classroom treats may
be brought from home.
The junior/senior high school setting is much harder to control than the elementary school setting. We
strive to help students be “allergy aware”, however anaphylactic secondary school students must take
on the primary responsibility for allergen avoidance at school and in other environments since they
move around the entire campus and interact with many teachers and peers. Again, we believe the
best way to reduce the risk of accidental exposure to these students (and staff members) is
to respectfully ask for the co-operation of all parents/guardians within this school community to avoid sending products to school that have peanuts, tree nuts or kiwi fruit listed in
the ingredients.
Your cooperation and understanding of this matter is appreciated.

Free 24/7 MedicAlert Protection for School-Aged Children
No Child Without is a charitable program made available through the general support of Medi-

cAlert subscribers, parents and other donors. Offered through registered schools, like New Norway School, the program provides a free MedicAlert ID and service plan to eligible children between the ages of 4 and 14. No Child Without gives both parents and teachers peace of mind
knowing that if a child has a medical condition, allergy or special need, his or her vital medical
information is readily available and can be accurately communicated in an emergency.
Please contact the school office for further information.
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What Makes a Great School for All?
On November 2nd, eight students will be travelling to Iceland with
Mrs. Shostak and Mr. Searle for their leadership project!
There, the students will be attending school; they hope to share
ideas and exchange information about their different school systems
with the Icelandic students and work together to figure out how to
make their schools better for everyone. During this, they will be
recording what they learn in order to build a presentation.
They will be staying for a total of eight days and will be returning on
the November 11th. Afterwards, they will present their findings to
the school.

Post-Secondary Event
The Educational Liaison Association of Alberta is hosting a post-secondary event at Bashaw School
on Wednesday, November 14th from 2:00 to 3:00 pm, and ECCHS on Thursday, November 15th
from 9:00 to 11:00 am.
A number of post-secondary institutions (colleges, universities, trade schools) set up displays and
have representatives available to answer questions students and parents may have about their programs. New Norway Grades 10-12 students will be bussed to the Bashaw event so they have an
opportunity to visit the booths. All BRSD students and families are welcome to attend these
events.

CHECK OUT THE NEW
‘HIGH SCHOOL PLUS’
CAREER PLANNING
WEBSITE!!!!
You will find the website under the
‘Families’ tab on your school homepage
or click here!

There is a link on the BRSD website for information.
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Spartans Cross Country
The XC season featured the most challenging weather
I've seen in my 20 plus years of coaching this sport.
Despite this, we often had 20-30 runners at practice!
The team performed very well and every student competed with a great deal of pride and effort.
Some noteworthy achievements included:
1. Our Junior High girls winning their first ever Regional
banner (boys were second).
2. Our senior high team winning the Vikings race as well
as the Spartan Tough which led to the team winning
our 14th consecutive zone title!
Our season ended off with a third place showing at Provincials.

The next School Council meeting will
be held at 7:00 pm November 14th
in the school library.
All parents and guardians are
welcome and encouraged to attend.
School Councils are advisory bodies
that play an important role in
students’ education.

Thank you to all the parents, athletes,
coaches and other volunteers for
making 2018 a very special season!

Neal Isnor
New Norway School
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More about our Community Events!
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November 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1

4

5

6

7

2
Early
Dismissal
2:35pm

Jr Volleyball
Tournament @
Charlie Killam

Staff Meeting

Iceland Trip
(returning
Nov 11)

8

Report Card
Day
(Gr 1-12)

9
Pizza Lunch
Day

Jr Boys VBall
Div Tourney @
New Norway

11

12

13

No School
(Day-in-lieu
Remembrance
Day)

No School
(Day-in-lieu
Parent/Teacher
Interviews)

Iceland
Trip
(returning
today)

14

15

Book Fair in
Library

Book Fair in
Library

Poinsettia
Fundraiser Ends

Pampered Chef
Fundraiser Ends

Take Our Kids
to Work Day
(Grade 9)

Awards
Ceremony
1:00 pm

ELAA Field Trip
(Bashaw)
2:00-3:00 pm

Fri

Sat

3

10

Remembrance
Day Ceremony
(Time: TBA)
Jr Girls VBall
Div Tourney @
Bawlf

16

17

Sr Volleyball
Zones

Parent/Teacher
Interviews
4:00-9:30 pm

School Council
Meeting
7:00 pm

18

19
Jr VBall
Regional
Tournamentalternate date
is Nov 20

25

26

20

21

22

Report Card
Day (ECS)

Chopped Leaf
Lunch Day

Grad 2019:
Student/Parent
Planning
Meeting
7:00 pm

Sr VBall
Provincials

27

28

29

23

24

30
No School
(PLS for Staff)
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December 2018
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

14

15

Early
Dismissal
2:35pm
Pizza Lunch
Day

9

10

11

12
Christmas
Concert:
Dress Rehearsal
1:00 pm
Concert 7:00 pm

16

17

18

19

13
Chopped
Leaf Lunch
Day

20
Last Day of
Classes

23

24

30

31

25

26

27

No School
(Schools
Closed)

21

22

No School
(Holidays
Begin)

28

29

Classes Resume
January 7
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